Plas Hall Community Centre Machynlleth. June 2022.
Consultations on the development of the entrance to Y Plas Hall as an outdoor shared community space.  

The current and only entrance is used for events  for dancing, yoga, classes, meetings, craft stalls , shows, festivals etc. it is unsigned ,awkwardly ramped, grubby, muddy unsuitable for a grade 2 listed building, shown below.

Machfringe propose a new entrance which includes a performance area.

Machfringe has begun consultations in Machynlleth to ascertain the need, possible uses and desires of those using the community centre as to its design and future.

Machfringe has negotiated with Freedom Leisure who have a lease on the car park adjacent to the entrance. Freedom Leisure have agreed in principle to relinquishing four adjacent parking spaces to allow audience seating, a wider approach and area for performance. All subject to PPC approval and redesign.

20 June 2022, the architects George and Tomos are working on further design modifications.
[image: ]

Consultation 1
This was carried out on face book and informally questioned the public. We showed people a sketch of a possible new entrance and asked people what they would like to see included in the design.

Results.
Consultation 1 
100% approval and desire for improvement.
A desire for cover (removable?)
Safe surfaces and accessibility.
A performance area.
An improved appearance and use-ability
Removal of car parking close to the area.
Facility for bikes/ locking etc.
A gathering area with seating
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[image: ]



Consultation 2
This was at an event in the Plas hall. We used some of the suggestions offered by the public to give a tic box choice. We asked people to choose what they would like and add further suggestions by writing on cards and plans.
This took place as part of an event at the community centre.(Plas hall)
[image: ]
When the car park is reclaimed from PCC the cars shown would be elsewhere and the parking area would become part of the performance/seating area.

The event.[image: ]
[image: ]


Results consultation 2.
100%approval
A desire for more separation of the area from car parking.
The inclusion of green area
Seating
Performance area.
Arts area



Consultation 3

This was carried out on market day in Machynlleth over a two hour period and used the same method as consultation 2.
We gave out tic box forms and asked local people for suggestions and to tick the items that they would like included. 

Results consultation 3.
Items like ‘fountain’ or ‘sound system’ had been suggested and were included but were generally not favoured.
Items like ‘ seating’ ‘ performance space’ ‘games area’ were favoured.

Consultation responses below.
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Consultation 4
Ongoing consultation asking users of the hall for their views.
Eg from a hall user


[image: ]

Eg from a potential performance space user.

[image: ]

Eg from MOMA a potential user of the space.

[image: ]

Overall Conclusions

We had one respondent who said’ just give it a lick of paint’
All other respondents have been in enthused and in favour and have suggested the following.

The project needs to have a performance area.
Improved accessibility.
A covered area.
Seating
A green area.
Signage.
Enhanced visitor flow.
Welcoming aesthetics
An area that would encourage and be suitable for young people,
This might be seating or games area eg fixed table tennis.

Finally, one correspondent who contacted us pointed out the need for a gathering space. She was often waiting in her car along with others who had children or partners , they would sometimes crouch between cars to talk with each other. She believed that a gathering space was really socially important.
She also emailed 
fromJulia Stevens[image: ]
Funding

The funding we are seeking is for development of the project.
The overall value of the project is not known as it is still in development
Inflation also makes it hard to define.
The overall value will be in excess of £100,000 see estimate below.
We are seeking 10% of this from PAVO which will cover some architects fees, artists fees, tendering costs and planning. 
Any balance of development will be funded through Machfringe by myself and my wife Ann.

Architects estimate. These costs will increase. The amount we are asking for is shown in green at the bottom- architects fees and planning costs.
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Pippa Bondy
LLIDIART GARW.

EISINGRUG,
TALSARNAU,
GWYNEDD, LL47 6UU

Alexander Technique
www.pipbondy.com
07814959613

Dear Whom this may concern,

I wish to offer my support and reasons for applying for funding for Y Plas Hall.

The value of this building to me is huge, it offers much as a sense of community and
contact for those of us who work here, and for those who visit the café.

Many visitors come not just us to hire rooms for our businesses, but tourists as well.

| have hired a room and make use of this building (every other week) for the last five
years, | have many clients arriving throughout the day, the idea of it being
ascetically and emotionally more pleasing would bring great value not only to my

clients, but the worth of the building as a whole.

A new entrance would mean that Y Plas has a greater presence in Machynlleth that
reflects the good and kind atmosphere is creates for all of us. It would not look so
tatty and down trodden and bring it up to date for the people of Machynlleth.

So with my points made here, | wish to support and champion any funding available
to help the entrance of Y Plas come to fruition. The designs put forward are very

exciting and perfect for this building upgrade.

With kind regards, Pippa Bondy.





image10.png
Chair David Kyle
Musical Director Sally Marshall
Secretary Maritza Kelly

Ty Bont
Ynys Farm,
Pennal,
Machynlleth
SY209LD

13 June 2022

Dear Phil,

Thank you for your sketches of the proposed new entrance to Y Plas. The Wind Band would be

delighted to support your proposal.

| am very keen to include the use of the extra ground currently used as a car park. This would give
a nice area for spectators and it would be good to include seating and greenery.

Having a longer and wider entrance would be so much more suitable than the smaller area
originally proposed.

Acoustics for the band and in fact most music groups, are important. The new spec would be
ideal to enhance the sound.

We wish you every success and look forward to our inaugural performance in 2023.

With very best wishes,

Sally Marshall

Music Director.

Machynlleth Wind Band.
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MOMA

Y Tabernacl, Heol Penralit
Machynlleth, Powys SY20 8AJ
Wales, United Kingdom

Ffon Telephone: +44 (0)1654 703355
Ebost Email: info@moma.machynlleth.org.uk
We Web: moma.cymru

10.06.2022

Dear Phil,

We at MOMA Machynlleth would like to offer our full support for the projected new entrance and
performance area to Y Plas Hall.

As you know, we used a small gazebo on the lawn in August 2022 for our Machynlleth Festival
community outreach performances and promotion. Whilst it was useful to hold a performance in this
central part of town, the space was not ideal. It was difficult for performers on the green to connect
with the distant audience, and the lack of designated performance space left them adrift without access
to a power source for amplification. The acoustic of the large performance space was unfortunately not
suitable for our outreach purpose.

The smaller space and reflected sound from the proposed area would be ideal for string quartets, solo
performers and more intimate performances. It would be an ideal space for The Tabernacle to use both
during our festival and throughout the year. Furthermore, it would be a superb facility for the many
musicians of Machynlleth.

I would add that the area is greatly in need of attention, and in its present state does not reflect well on
Machynlleth nor do justice the work that has gone into creating the community hub that Y Plas is.

Wishing you every success,

Sienna Holmes | She/Her
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My children take part in martial arts sessions on a Friday evening at Y Plas. As a
parent, you don't always want to head home - some can't because they have
driven some distance. It would be really beneficial for parents to have a seated
area where we can have the opportunity to sit and chat - or even sit and read.
Many parents sit in their cars because there isn't adequate seating in the area.

There are many childrens activities in Y Plas during the week - but this would
also benefit parents of children attending swimming lessons in the leisure
centre. If it is a nice evening, who wants to sit inside?

Machynlleth is very much about the community and a nice seated area would
carry on that trend. Who knows, people could forge new friendships just by
sitting and chatting.
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Cost Plan - | (Draft) GEORGE + TOMOS
PENSEIRI : ARCHITECTS Cyf.

Date - 04.04.2022 Tel/ Fax: 01654 700 337
E-mail: georgetomos@yahoo.co.uk

21-06 Alterations and Improvements to the Entrance of the Hall, Y Plas, Machynlleth

ELEMENT  SPECIFICATION/DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT RATE ANTICIPATED COST
Site Preperation Demolition,stripping and clearing of ste. 1 tem £3,000.00 £3,00000
Porch Extension Glass canopies over entrance doors and new side doors to bar area 1 ltem £18,000.00 £18,000.00

Alteration and improvements to existing.

Alerations Structural alterations to walls to form openings for new doorway 1 tem £6,000 £6,000.00
New high performance doors to new opening of Bar. 1 tem £6,000 £6,000.00
Electrical Lighting, Power to entrance area 1 ltem £1,500 £1,500.00
External Works Limestone on sub base and stone build up to levels 62 sqm £300 £18,600.00
Edge wal near building to support new level. 2 m £180 £2,160.00
Edge stone walls with two faces approx 1. Stone coping. 21 m £360 £7,560.00
Edge matal ralings 1 Item £8,000 £8,000.00
Drainage - adjust to suit new layouts 1 Item £1,500 £1,500.00
Soft landscaping and trees. 1 Item £1,000 £1,000.00
Fitings Awning and associated fixings and fitures. 1 tem £1,000 £1,00000
Total £74320.00
Contingency 10% £7,432.00
Contractor Preiims 10% £7,432.00
Total Building Cost (Exc. VAT) £89,1
VAT at Standard rate. - 20% £17,836.80

Total Project Cost (Inc. VAT) £107,020.80

Estimated Related Fees and Costs

Fees agreed to date Architect, RIBA Stages 0-7. HIA document for Listed Building 8.0% £7.135
Planning fee £460
Building Regulations £800
Other estimated costs Engineer, ecologist, archaeology. £0
Tt v
VAT at Standard rate. - 20% £1,678.94

otal Cost (Inc. VAT) £10,073.66
TOTAL PROJECT COST [Project Total (Excl. Vat) £97,578.72

VAT at Standard rate. - 20% £19515.74

[Project Total Cost (Inc. VAT) £117,094.46
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@ Helen G Powell

Proposed new entrance to the Plas.

Phil Wheeler. Dear Phil.

Machfringe, The proposal picture and words sound very interesting. Please
may i ask as a disabled person that consideration is given to the

Proposed new entrance to the Hlas Hall, surfaces of the walkways as the current pathways are deadly

Dear Phil. Whonwet)

This is a fantastic idea. Can railings or hand bars be along side steps to assist in using

| love the idea of a covered space. Could be used for them? Please can foot level lighting highlight the step edges and
performance, stalls, outdoor art or simply a gathering area out of when theres a level change?

et Also, any seating, please can we break away from the 'garden

pub’ style as its impossible for mobility impaired sit comfortably
at them, if at all. | personally have to ask to Use a chair and lug it
out from inside when ever i use the Plas. When I'm on my
events that are hosted too. crutches i've no chance!!

Trees and benches too please.

| loved the woodland pavillion for these reasons, but a space
outside the Plas would be excellent.and useful for the town

Good luck and thank you for tackling this area.

Thank you for doing this.

Kind d
Sue ind regards

Helen Powell

Elaine Pixie
That is fantastic! exactly the kind of thing the Plas Hall should have as an
entrace! And a sign showing where it is....I don't know how many times

i've had to give directions to people who were standing right beside it!

14h Like Reply 10

@ Elen Chick
Looks great, an Outside power source would be good as had to run
power cables outside before now for fundraising events there.

14 h Like Replv

’ Jo Jo Vagabondi
Nice one Phil - if any kind of stage setup please please just consult
differing kinds of jobbing performers for Working out the acoustics -
totally willing to give my pennyworth.

14 h Like Reply 14

‘ Ruth Roe
Bloomin' brilliant!

14h Like Reply 14

Phil Wheeler.

Machfringe,

Proposed new entrance to the Plas Hall.
Dear Phil.

Lovely to see so much interest in this. | love the idea for this and
the performance space. Steps look a little sharp and
cumbersome - like the idea of the ramp for all. Some shelter/
awning/permanent umbrellas for when waiting for friends or
event to start. Drinking fountain? Bike lock up really important.
Couple of tasty spotlights to be used only when events are on -
remember dark skies needed for bats and wildlife. Thanks for

w“w

@ © @ ¢

Jane Lloyd-Francis

Looking so much better Phil. Just wondering if outdoor tables and chairs
are planned whether a square space might offer more options than a
circular area?

13h Like Reply 10
Carly Nicole Hughes

Love this.

13h Like Reply 10
Nancy Wheeler

Wow this is a great idea and such an improvement x

12h Like Reply 10
Lynn Harvey

Amazing idea and looks great too

12h Like Reply

Mark Bond

That looks fab! Really like the design Phil

12h Like Reply

Sam Wheeler

This looks brilliant. Be great if the council give over a few parking spaces.

10h Lke Reply
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Jacky Bennett
A lovely idea. Total waste of a fine space in it.s present drab state. I .

3h Like Reply
Jenny Hall
A great idea to transform this into an entrance which better connects the

inside and out.

I think there are some great additional design ideas in the comments
thread here.

Particularly regard the use of space outside the glass doors. To all
practical purposes this useable space hasn't actually been increased by
the proposals. The decorative nature of the circle if anything -
particularly the change in surfacing implied and the feature tree -
impedes this key space.

My gripe with the hall - as is - is on a fine day | just don't want to go into
the bowels of the Plas hall as | can't see the outdoors and | feel totally
disconnected.

Opening up views in-to-out and out-to-in as you have shown would
hugely help but it would be great if the threshold at the doors could
accommodate more people milling around. Particularly useful when
signalling ‘something is happening in here!

&
®

d

Jane Dew
Now that has real style!!!

16 h Like Reply
Lynda Wenman
Nice!

15h Like Reply

Woody Bee

Thanks for putting this together. I'm not sure about people threading
their way through the parked cars to get to the nice step bit. Does it need
that many steps as maybe it doesn't need to be as high as before. The
circle looks ok but is using loads of space up. Why not have everyone
using the left side access and make it wider and more engaging, its not
too much of height change so a minimal ramp. A low wall could be

retained to differentiate from the car park..
15h Like Reply 2@

View 3 previous replies...

’ Woody Bee
Phil Wheeler I'd do away with the steps, they dont work for some
with accessibility issues and create division, whereas a ramp works
for everyone.....including skateboarders...

14h Like Reply 2

David Hennighan

If the circle area was a sheltered area like a
bandstand or for other performers would make
more use all year round.

20h Like Reply




image4.jpg
ThlS 1S the band playmg at the event in an
area close to the proposed performance area.
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